RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
note to that lady, endeavoring to explain that I had missed Mrs. Stoddart much, that a position had been offered to me at the Mobile and Montgomery theaters, where she was playing, that I had determined to join her there, and that I hoped Miss Keene would forgive me. "When I rejoined her, years afterward, she told me that she did not think the manner of my leaving her had been either considerate or honorable, but as I had been married only a short time, and was naturally desirous to be with my wife, she would forget and forgive; and she added that if my married life had been of a longer duration, perhaps I should not have made so precipitate a departure. "We were afterward with her for a long time, and she treated us with great kindness and consideration.
Mr. Duffield, previous to opening in Mobile, had a two weeks' season at Montgomery, Alabama, and there I joined the company. The journey was a long one in those days; I was 'nearly a week on the way. I am not sure whether, at that time, the railroad provided sleeping accommo-105
